NEW HAMILTON:  DEFENSE AGAINST NO TRUMP
 AND STRONG CLUB OPENINGS
Dick Morris

2011 Oregon Train Regional, February 24, 2011
New Hamilton is an overcall of a strong 1NT bid and shows 10-15 HCP with a specific distribution.
	West
	North
	Shows

	
	2♣
	10-15  HCP and 5+ diamonds or a two suited hand with 5+ hearts/spades and 4+ clubs/diamonds

	
	2♦
	10-15 HCP and at least 5 cards in both major suits

	1NT
	2♥
	10-15 HCP and 5+ hearts 

	
	2♠
	10-15 HCP and 5+ spades 

	
	2NT
	10-15 HCP and at least 5 cards in both minor suits

	
	X
	Penalty


After North bids 2♣,

	West
	North
	South
	North
	Shows

	1NT
	2♣
	2♦
	Pass
	5+ diamonds

	
	
	
	2♥/2♠
	5+ hearts/spades and 4+ clubs/diamonds


If North’s second bid is 2♥/2♠, a bid of 2NT asks partner to bid his minor suit.  A direct overcall of 3♣ by North indicates 10-15 HCP and 6+ clubs.

New Hamilton can also be used against a strong club system.  All bids are at the one level and therefore can be made with 10 or more HCP.  When the auction continues, it is important for your partner (South) to ask what East’s bid means to determine future bids by your side.    
	West
	North
	Shows

	
	X
	10+ HCP and 5+ diamonds or a two suited hand with 5+ hearts/spades and 4+ clubs/diamonds

	1♣
	1♦
	10+ HCP and at least 5 cards in both major suits

	
	1♥
	10+ HCP and 5+ hearts 

	
	1♠
	10+ HCP and 5+ spades 

	
	1NT
	10+ HCP and at least 5 cards in both minor suits


